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636. 'without Sordello.'   To work for.

668. 'Himself espoused.3 This is historical. Sofia was the
third of the children of Ecelin II. and Adelaide, Palma being the
first, Cunizza the last, Ecelin the fourth, and ATberic the fifth.
(Rolandini Chronicon in Muratori's JScrijptores Rerum Italic-
arum.}

LI. 681-796.

After Ecelin IIL and Alberic have, in their cruel fashion,
strengthened the Ghibellin cause, Taurello is taken as
a captive to Venice and Jcept there; and the two
brothers, becoming intolerable, meet their death.

The jaws of the people's dead hope were slow to 68i-7ie.
collapse and spoil its beautiful features; but these features The
waxed duller and duller the next year, when the Guelf
leaders withdrew each to his stronghold. Then, at last,
after Monk Ecelin had died at Campese and had been
laid to rest at Solagna, with cushioned head and gloved
hand to denote the cavalier he was, young Ecelin's heart
smote him for his inactivity. He had long since grown
up, yet, except for the Vicenza business, what results
had he obtained in fire and bloodshed? (It was so
hard to pause to tell about him while Sordello was on
the scene!) ,Now.he steps on Lombardy as its new lord.
In the nick of time, when Ecelin and Alberic have just
arranged with Taurello that he shall serve them as he
served their father, come news that half the people in
Verona refuse allegiance to their Marquis, Azzo of Este,
and to Count Kichard, and have cast them from a throne
which they now bid Ecelin. mount as their podestk be-
cause of his ancestral worth. Thither he flew, and hence-
forth the town was wholly his, Taurello sinking down
from his temporary headship to his old obscure hard
work. Hearing of the acquisition of Verona, Frederick
did come to Lombardy, but the old warrior to whom he
had sent the badge and rescript stood unnoticed in the
background. A year or two later the Ghibellins took